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David S Powers is well known for his work on Islamic Law and Qur’anic Studies = His most
recent work on early Islamic history is the fruit of combining a socio-historical approach to the
study of Islamic law with an innovative reading of sources on the formative period of Islam

This year’s Perry Lecture sheds new light on the process of how Muslims came to regard
Muhammad as the Last Prophet » By focusing on Muhammad’s relationship with his adopted
son Zayd, David Powers recovers a neglected phase in early Islamic history and uncovers the
relationship between the Qur’an and its Near Eastern environment » Powers will argue that
Muhammad’s repudiation of Zayd and the latter’s subsequent martyrdom were conditioned by
theological imperatives designed to facilitate the doctrine of the finality of prophecy

The Perry Lecture is an annual memorial lecture honoring Professor Edmund F
Perry who served for many years as the chair of the Department of Religion at
Northwestern University and had a deep scholarly interest in the history of religion
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